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27th instant, though purposely abbreviated in the last for the safer means of con-
veyance.

The arrival of Lieutenant Polhill, whose activity cannot be too much applaud-
ed, has proved of very great service in freeing our communication with the op-
posite shore. Our greatest distress has been in the want of money and provisions.
The latter has been effectually removed, and with it the former in a degree, by
the seizure of a large store of grain made by Lieutenant Polhill yesterday mor-
ning in a village about three miles distant, information having been given me of
it the preceding evening. He was opposed by a considerable body of the enemy,
reported to consist of about 150 horse, 2 companies of Sepoys, and more than 2000
matchlock-men and Gongwars, or armed villagers, but were repulsed and dis-
persed with some loss on their side, on ours none. The quantity of grain secured
is estimated at 5000 mds. which in our situation is a most important acquisition,
as we have ^every reason to apprehend a total failure of our supplies, when the
troops of this place are reduced, as they soon must be, to the complement of the
garrison. Numbers are yet assembling to reinforce the defeated party of the enemy;
and they have been strengthened by four guns from Ramnagur, with the profess-
ed determination of making one more effort.

I have received no answers to the letters which I have diversely and repeatedly
written to Colonel Morgan, to Mr. Middleton, to Lieutenant Colonel Ahmuty,
and to Major James Crawford, to whom it escaped me in my last to inform you,
that I had sent orders to march to the borders of Bidjeygur; but I have received
a letter from Colonel Morgan, written with a knowledge of the late events, and
cannot doubt that his prudence will dictate to him the obvious necessity on an
occasion of such emergency, of sending a party to my relief, without waiting for
the formality of orders, which he will know can with difficulty reach him. I
have accounts, which I trust to as authentic, that Major Moses Crawford with
his regiment is on the way, and my latter letters to Mr. Middleton have been
safely passed beyond the borders of this Zemeedary. Upon the whole I can ven-
ture to assure you, that my situation is actually such as, with the reservation of
that influence which under every circumstance must be allowed to fortune in
the events attendant on a state of warfare, will warrant the expectation of an easy
and complete success*

Major Popham continues encamped on the plain lying to the eastward of the
fort, where he will be strengthened by all the men that can be spared from this
garrison; and as soon as the preparations are completed for that service, he will
march to the attack of Ramnagur.

In the mean time 1 have not been inattentive to our more remote concerns,
which I shall reserve for a future detail, and more secure conveyance.

The